[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe Medicaid should deny all the request by Governor Bevin regarding changing Kentucky's Medicaid Program. Let's look at some of the requests and discuss how they will hurt Kentuckians on Medicaid. Premiums: First, most people in Kentucky are on Medicaid because they cannot afford health insurance on their own, which means they cannot afford a premium just to receive health insurance. This will adversely affect many Kentuckians, and will cause many Kentuckians to not have Medicaid because they cannot afford it. There was a similar program with the Food Stamp program when I was a kid. You had to pay so much a month before they would release your Food Stamps. There were several months, my mother could not afford it, and her working full time as well. So, there were several months we had limited food, and sometimes had Mayonnaise sandwiches or only potato soup because she could not afford to buy anything else. Do you want this to happen to Kentuckians? People dying because they could not get the medical help they need. The next part, job requirement: Many people in Kentucky still have issues finding jobs. Just because it is stated the Unemployment rate is at 8 percent or so, does not mean this is the case. That percentage is not representative of the actual numbers. There are many Kentuckians who are either unemployed or underemployed. Do we want people to suffer or not get the treatment they need, because Bevin wants them to pay? Not only this, there are some people who are working who still cannot afford insurance. Many are only able to find part time work at McDonalds or other fast food restaurants, because they cannot full time jobs. This on top of the fact that there are about 500 jobs being lost in Wayne County. Whose population is only 21, 000. This will hurt us, and then Bevin wants to people pay for their Medicaid insurance. Next Health Savings Account: People cannot afford to eat, have a roof over their head, or even pay for the Medicaid, but he wants them to come up with the money for a Health Saving Account. This is just beyond mind blowing. Just because the Governor can afford Health Insurance does not mean the rest of the state can. It is even becoming increasingly hard to afford the insurance many companies offer. When you are paying 30% of your income or more for Health Insurance something is wrong with the way we do business, and now Bevin wants Medicaid recipients to have a Health Savings Account. Next, he wants reductions in benefits. This is Ludacris. Medicaid recipients already have a reduction in benefits, so much so, that many doctors are refusing to accept Medicaid. Many of the people cannot afford to pay any amount out of pocket so they will be forced to forgo doctor’s visits or even surgery because they cannot afford to pay anything out of pocket. The Medicaid expansion in Kentucky has helped a lot of people. We should not abandon the Kentucky people who have Medicaid, and make their lives worse than they already are. We should be striving to improve the quality of lives in Kentucky, which Medicaid has done, and Governor Bevin is now wanting to completely undo all the work that has been done. I recommend the Federal Government DENY the request from Bevin. Put the fate of the Kentucky people in his hands, and make him responsible, and not the Federal Government who has worked hard to help people.
