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    1900 Lexington Ave
New York, New York 10035
Tel: 347.454.2195

PUBLIC COMMENTS TO PROPOSED 1115 MEDICAID WAIVER
SUBMITTED BY JustLeadershipUSA


To:	Mr. Eliot Fishman
Director
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Blvd, Mail Stop S2-01-16
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

RE: Proposed amendment of 1115 Medicaid waiver authorizing Federal Medicaid matching funds for certain transitional services provided in a 30-day period immediately prior to release to incarcerated individuals with serious behavioral and physical health conditions.
	

Dear Mr. Fishman:

Please accept this public comment pursuant to the State Administrative Procedure Act, in response to New York Department of Health’s proposal to seek an 1115 waiver from the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) authorizing federal Medicaid matching funds for certain transitional services provided in a 30-day period immediately prior to release to incarcerated individuals with serious behavioral and physical health conditions in New York.

JustLeadershipUSA (JLUSA) is dedicated to cutting the US correctional population in half by 2030, while reducing crime. JLUSA empowers people most affected by incarceration to drive policy reform. To that end, for the purpose of this amendment we will limit our comments to the following: 


JustLeadershipUSA strongly recommends CMCS to approve this waiver, which would allow incarcerated individuals in state prisons and local jails to obtain the health services they need to transition successfully back into the community. The proposed waiver from CMCS would allow Medicaid coverage of essential services, thereby reducing unnecessary health care costs for high-needs individuals, as well as the likelihood that they would commit additional crimes. The waiver would build on existing efforts by New York to provide health services for individuals involved with the criminal justice system.


Statistics regarding the health needs of the criminal justice involved population emphasize the scope of the need for the proposed services. Justice-involved individuals are seven times more likely than the general population to experience mental illness, substance use disorders and other chronic conditions.[footnoteRef:1] Lack of treatment increases health care and criminal justice costs while harming, often irreparably, individuals, families and communities. Disruptions in medical care upon reentry, for example, contribute to poor and costly health outcomes, including increased drug use and re-incarceration, with a twelve-fold rise in the risk of death in the first two weeks’ post- release.[footnoteRef:2] Ample evidence exists that treating justice-involved individuals decreases costs, reduces incarceration and recidivism and markedly improves lives. [1:  National Institute of Corrections, “Solicitation for a Cooperative Agreement—Evaluating Early Access to
Medicaid as a Reentry Strategy,” Federal Register 76, no. 129 (2011): 39438 -39443]  [2:  Ingrid A. Binswanger, et al., “Release from Prison—A High Risk of Death for Former Inmates,” New England
Journal of Medicine 356, no. 2 (2007): 157–165.] 


For those being released from State prison, the proposed opportunity for services would significantly assist individuals who have been out of the community for years or even decades to transition back into an unfamiliar environment, including a greatly changed healthcare landscape. Not having to deal with the challenges caused by untreated health conditions would allow these individual to more successfully reintegrate into the community. The vast majority of the individuals who would benefit from the proposed services are those who cycle in and out of local jails at significant expense to each county. Providing the needed array of transitional services would significantly increase the chances of a successful reentry into the community. 

Therefore, in order to maximize the ability of the waiver to assist this population, the application should be designed in such a way as to take into account the complexities of serving a transient jail-bound population, many of whom are detainees who spend only a short period of time in jail and whose release dates are often unknown. Approving New York’s waiver request is a critical first step in establishing a funding stream to ensure the ability for New York to start providing services to individuals prior to release. 




Sincerely,


__/s/_Janos_Marton________________________  
Director of Policy & Campaigns
JustLeadershipUSA 
1900 Lexington Ave
New York, New York 10035
Phone: (347).454.2195
Email: janos@justleadershipusa.org
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