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November 20, 2016

Harm Reduction Coalition, a New York-based national organization working to address the health consequences of substance use, is in full support of the New York Partnership Plan - Amendment to Serve Incarcerated Individuals. Many individuals leaving state and county correctional facilities have significant behavioral health needs. A smooth transition to mental health and substance use disorder treatment can dramatically ease the return of citizens to the community. 

Opioid overdose deaths among this population are a major concern. People leaving the criminal justice system are at a far greater risk of opioid overdose mortality, with studies document overdose fatality rates 5- to 100-fold greater than the general population. Several health interventions covered by Medicaid have been shown to reduce opioid overdose deaths. 

The provision of naloxone, the medication which prevents an evolving overdose from becoming fatal, is currently being provided to many inmates in New York State as they are released. This program needs to be supported in a sustainable manner. Not only does it have the potential to prevent deaths among people newly released from incarceration, it also enables them to return to communities with a life-saving tool. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Medication-assisted treatment with methadone or buprenorphine has also been shown to reduce the risk of overdose deaths by as much as 80%.  These services are rarely provided through the course of incarceration in this country despite evidence of success. However, initiation of these services prior to release has been shown to be both feasible and efficacious in transitioning to the services in the community.
 
Harm Reduction Coalition supports the full Plan Amendment and particularly coverage for provision of naloxone upon release and access to buprenorphine and methadone maintenance prior to release.  
Sharon Stancliff, MD, FASAM
Medical Director 
Harm Reduction Coalition
New York, NY 
www.harmreduction.org
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