[image: ]November 20, 2016
Mr. Eliot Fishman, Director 
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Blvd, Mail Stop S2-01-16
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

Re: Proposed 1115 Medicaid waiver authorizing Federal Medicaid matching funds for certain transitional services provided in a 30-day period immediately prior to release to incarcerated individuals with serious behavioral and physical health conditions

Dear Mr. Fishman:

Second Chance Reentry, Inc., strongly supports the NYS Department of Health’s proposal to seek an 1115 waiver from the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) authorizing federal Medicaid matching funds for certain transitional services provided in a 30-day period immediately prior to release to incarcerated individuals with serious behavioral and physical health conditions in New York, who are eligible for Health Homes under the Affordable Care Act § 2703.  The vital importance of this proposal is not simply an increase in Federal tax dollars to support the health care of soon to be released inmates, but it is the impetus required to ensure a successful transition process for incarcerated individuals with chronic physical and mental health conditions, so they are informed about the correct way to utilize Medicaid services.  

As a formerly incarcerated individual living with a chronic illness, I chose to hide my illness while incarcerated to avoid the subpar medical treatment provided in a correctional setting.  All too often, inmates that are denied adequate care in prison tend to ignore their health conditions, to avoid the indignation of having to beg for health care or worse, being stigmatized by correctional staff and inmates.  Thus, the delay in medical treatment only exacerbates the condition, and requiring more expensive treatment upon release.  Therefore, the NYS Department of Health’s proposal to seek an 1115 waiver from the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) authorizing federal Medicaid matching funds for certain transitional services is a cost cutting measure if nothing else, and should be supported.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
Sandy Guillaume
Sandy Guillaume, MPA
Executive Director, Second Chance Reentry, Inc
Nassau County, NY
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