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Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY) is a non-profit organization founded in 1978. CIDNY’s goal is to ensure full integration, independence and equal opportunity for all people with disabilities by removing barriers to full participation in the community.  CIDNY helps consumers understand, enroll in and use private and public health programs, including Medicaid.  CIDNY advocates for policies that remove barriers to health coverage that support their integration and success living in the community.   

People with disabilities are disproportionately incarcerated in New York State.  People with disabilities are also disproportionately using public coverage, including Medicaid, for the health care.  For these reasons CIDNY supports New York’s request for a federal waiver to Medicaid rules barring the use of Medicaid for incarcerated individuals.  Using Medicaid to pay for certain services that would help individuals transition from incarceration back to the community would insure that incarcerated individuals with disabilities would be connected to treatment, medication support and intensive care coordination prior to release, instituting a continuum of care and thereby improving their health.

Disruptions in medical care upon reentry lead to poor and costly health outcomes use and re-incarceration, including a 12-fold rise in the risk of death in the first two weeks post-release.  Providing the needed array of transitional services would significantly increase the chances of a successful reentry into the community.

CIDNY urges approval of this Plan Amendment so that incarcerated people with disabilities can get the health services they need to  maintain their health and independence.  For further information, please contact Heidi Siegfried, CIDNY’s Health Policy Director, at 646-442-4147 or hsiegfried@cidny.org
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