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November 18, 2016

Ruth Hughes
Associate Regional Administrator
Division of Medicaid and Children’s Health Operations
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
US Dept. of Health and Human Services
233 North Michigan Ave. Suite 600
Chicago, Illinois 60601-5519

Dear Administrator Hughes,

The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) and the Illinois Society of Addiction Medicine represent more than 4,300 physicians and health professionals who specialize in the treatment of addiction, including 100 addiction treatment specialists in Illinois. We are writing in support of the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services request for a Section 1115 waiver to transform the delivery of addiction and mental health care for Medicaid eligible populations.

We are pleased to see proposed Medicaid coverage for all ASAM levels of care, especially the addition of coverage for ASAM levels of care 3.2 and 3.5, case management and methadone treatment. However, we would encourage coverage for greater than 30 days of residential care for the patients who may need extended treatment at level 3.5. Coverage for the full continuum of addiction treatment is vital to ensuring patients receive appropriate care and can improve patient outcomes.  We also support the proposal to have a third-party perform chart audits and random site visits to ensure the fidelity of the waiver model.

We also support Medicaid coverage for mental health and addiction screenings and services for justice-involved individuals 30 days prior to reentry into the community. Reentry into the community can be the most dangerous time for a justice-involved person with addiction, especially an opioid use disorder, as individuals often return to using opioids at the dose they used before entering the corrections facility, which can induce a fatal overdose.  With Medicaid coverage for addiction treatment and co-morbid conditions before release, individuals are more likely to receive effective treatment, including medications to treat addiction, that could prevent overdose or recidivism.
  
However, the current proposal only includes coverage for justice-involved individuals for one of the three FDA-approved medications. Restricting coverage for justice-involved individuals to long-acting, injectable naltrexone does not allow for clinical judgement when determining an individual’s treatment plan. All FDA-approved medications for addiction should be covered if they are clinically indicated. We urge you to require coverage of all FDA-approved medications for addiction treatment in this and any other Section 1115 waivers. 

We urge you to approve the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services’ 1115 waiver application with a modification to allow coverage for all FDA-approved addiction treatment medications for justice-involved individuals and longer coverage of residential treatment.  If you have any further questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact ASAM’s manager of payer relations, Jackie Le Grand at jlegrand@asam.org. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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R. Jeffrey Goldsmith, MD, DLFAPA, DFASAM
President, American Society of Addiction Medicine
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Danesh Alam, MD, DFAPA, FASAM
President, Illinois Society of Addiction Medicine
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