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Comments Regarding the Proposed Medicaid Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver for the State of Illinois
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago
November 16, 2016

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago believes that this Waiver gives Illinois an opportunity – an important opportunity – to work on transforming Illinois’ system, integrating behavioral health and primary care, investing in effective and cost-efficient preventative services, and ultimately optimizing outcomes.  Catholic Charities supports the Waiver request.  If it is approved, provider and other stakeholder input will be essential in planning and implementation – so as this process unfolds, Catholic Charities is grateful for any opportunity to offer recommendations and feedback, including the opportunity to submit feedback and recommendations.
 
Catholic Charities believes that more robust behavioral health care and coordination will positively impact the alignment of social services, which has benefits across society.  

Catholic Charities particularly applauds tenancy services. Housing is a critical social determinant of overall health, and, over and over, demonstrates reductions in spending as indicated in other states such as California.  Chronic conditions, including substance use disorders and mental illness, can be an up and down state of affairs. Without a home, the cost of health care shifts to increased and more expensive hospital interventions rather than preventative and consistent supportive community care.  The expanded model of supportive and tenancy services is our best chance of making compassionate, community-based care work.  

Catholic Charities also supports increasing care coordination and delivery for the treatment of substance use disorders.  There are too many Illinoisans who cannot receive the treatment that our own courts mandate because it is not currently available through Medicaid.  The State’s current rules for substance use disorders can prevent seamless alignment with health care settings.  Catholic Charities also applauds the waiver request’s recommended expansion of substance use disorder case management and withdrawal management. Imagining this availability of care is truly transformative. 
 
Community based, comprehensive case management is critical for mental health, substance use disorder, and supportive housing for the homeless/tenancy programs to work.  Case management dollars are scarce; addressing this need in the waiver is another important opportunity.

Catholic Charities is on the front lines in Cook and Lake counties in Illinois.  There is no one solution to ending problems of homelessness, violence, substance abuse, and poverty in our communities, but it is very clear that part of the way forward must include investment in addressing behavioral health and social determinants. The 1115 Waiver request takes a very important step forward to changing Illinois’ system toward improving health, and creating a more compassionate system.  Catholic Charities is available for further comment or information at any point as this process unfolds.

For further information, please contact:
Government Relations
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago
312-655-7020
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