I would like to express my displeasure at the community forum hosted by the Keep Kentucky Covered organization.  I traveled nearly 2 hours to receive what was advertised as unbiased and objective health information on what I, as a healthcare administrator, can do to prepare my health organization to serve our community through the proposed reform.  What I found was a completely biased misrepresentation of facts, statistical information, and hostility toward any differing opinion.  After less than an hour I had to leave, as well as a couple other individuals who expressed the same concern from different healthcare organizations.  I would like to know exactly where the statistical information came from as I have just received some official statistical data from the KHA and Kentucky Healthcare employment census that widely vary from the claims made at this forum.  
For starters, in 2015 alone there were 7,700 health care worker positions cut in the state of Kentucky and while Kentucky hospitals received $6 Million more in Medicaid payments, it cost Kentucky hospitals $8.5 Million to provide the care for those patients.  While toting statistical data about how profitable Medicaid expansion has been in Kentucky, vital information was left out such as the closure of 3 rural hospitals in the past year and the threat of 15 more closing in rural Kentucky, limiting access to care even further - or that fact that in Western Kentucky there are only 2 Dentist who accept Medicaid within a 100 mile radius because they can't afford the cost of treatment.  
Accountability isn't a bad thing for anyone, and with increased accountability there is less abuse.  With less abuse more funding can go to those who are truly in need of the assistance.  I worked in Public Health for 5 years and in Rural Healthcare for 20 - I know how prevalent Medicaid abuse is and how much it cost.  There are many who need the services, asking them to assume a little personal responsibility to receive the benefits is not unreasonable.  Asking them to assume some personal accountability for their own health by being compliant is not unreasonable.  Having consequences for personal choices is not unreasonable.  No one is asking Medicaid recipients to do anything more than commercial insurance payers have to do.  
By the way, the Federal Government, other than a few tariffs and fees has no revenue source but the tax payers - so when you talk about federal funding, you’re talking about tax payer funding.  Because the government knows there is no way to pay for Medicaid expansion, or even continue Medicaid as it was prior to the expansion, it has now placed the fiscal responsibility on, not only the tax payers, but private institutions which were created to take care of the sick...not to keep people well.  There is a government institution that was created for that purpose - it is called Public Health.  Now, if a patient is told by their health care provider they need to quit smoking and they choose not to listen, the provider has to provide care without payment - because they now bear the consequences of a patient's non-compliance...God forbid we ask them to take the tiniest responsibility for their own medical outcome.  
Since it was obvious that those conducting this forum did not even give a pretense to being unbiased or accepting any of this information I felt I had to respond.  I work in the health industry daily and struggle to provide healthcare services and access to those in my community - greatly feeling the ramifications of irresponsible fiscal decisions made, even with good intentions - I could not go without responding.  It's up to you whether you take this response seriously or not.  This will come with a warning though - as long as you hand out free benefits without personal accountability, and continue to expand those benefits at the cost of working citizens and healthcare industries, you may have a population covered by healthcare benefits, but find yourself without healthcare organizations to provide those benefits to those most in need of them!
Sincerely,
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