October 7, 2016 

The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
Hubert H. Humphrey Building
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201
Attn: Secretary Burwell

Re: Kentucky’s 1115 Medicaid Waiver Application, Kentucky HEALTH

Dear Secretary Burwell,

I value the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and Kentucky Department for Medicaid Services’ work towards promoting good health for individuals and families in the Commonwealth.  Children, pregnant women, individuals determined medically frail, and low income adults eligible for Medicaid prior to expansion (Section 1931 parents) are protected from the potential negative impacts of a reduced dental benefit package could have, and we thank Governor Bevin for considering those vulnerable Kentuckians. 
Although these positive exemptions are in place, there are several concerns regarding the dental provisions in the Kentucky HEALTH proposal. 
I recommend dental and vision benefits to be included in the standard benefits package. 
The proposed changes will eliminate many Kentucky adults’ Medicaid dental coverage from the standard benefits package. Currently, Medicaid eligible adults have limited preventive and restorative dental coverage, which includes: exams, cleanings, x-rays, and fillings. Given our historic issues with poor oral health in Kentucky, we have made strides towards improvement in oral health by increasing access and preventive services. We as a Commonwealth cannot afford to move backward.  Dental care needs to be a partner in the management of chronic diseases in order for a healthier Kentucky. 
I recommend that Kentucky HEALTH include a robust list of incentives for adults for example: taking kids for preventive dental visits and an oral health literacy class. For the Medicaid adult population, the cost barriers to purchase dental services through a My Rewards account is concerning.  The proposal makes it difficult for adults to earn enough points in a My Rewards account to purchase the Medicaid fee rates for dental services. They would have to engage in several activities that they may not be able to complete in a timeframe when they need immediate dental care. Lastly, dental services are not comparable to purchasing a gym membership through the My Rewards account.
I firmly believe the inclusion of dental coverage should not be an earned benefit, but rather a key component in the standard benefits package for the adult Medicaid population.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit recommendations for the Kentucky HEALTH proposal. I appreciate your consideration of these suggested changes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely, 
Mahak Kalra, MPH 
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