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September 13, 2016

To Whom It May Concern,

As the Executive Director of a federally qualified health center in South Central Kentucky for 15+ years, I have seen firsthand what the lack of access of affordable quality health care has done for the citizens in our community. Our own local community needs assessments continue to list barriers to accessing health services as a priority. There are many barriers within Governor Bevin’s 1115 waiver proposal which would negatively impact our community.

Medicaid expansion has been working in Kentucky. As a safety net provider within our community we have seen our rate of uninsured patients decrease to 8%.  Access to health insurance which covers preventive screenings for diabetes, cholesterol and cancer has been the most significant way in which our health care providers have worked to improve priority health issues such as cardiovascular disease, diabetes, obesity, lung cancer in their patients. The 1115 waiver threatens to undermine the progress we’ve made in the past two years and would be a giant step backward for Kentucky.  Instead of focusing on health improvement, clinics such as ours will be overwhelmed by new administrative systems to track and collect payments and activities of all patients on Medicaid.  The 1115 waiver requires premiums must be paid within 60 days of eligibility.  So how is a clinic such as ours going to know if a patient has paid their premium.  All we are able to do in the current system is to determine if the patient is eligible or not. So what happens if the patient doesn’t pay their premium within that 60 day time frame? Do we get paid for the services rendered or is the claim denied because the patient failed to pay the premium?  Keeping up with this is an administrative nightmare!  Not to mention the burden it places on our patients who will be “locked out” of Medicaid for six months until they pay back premiums owed. 

Health care providers just want to see and treat patients and hopefully make a difference in their quality of life.  This waiver will place more burdens on low-income, working Kentuckians and our most vulnerable citizens.  The goal of this waiver should be about increased access and improvement of health.  I see nothing in the current 1115 waiver which would warrant support by CMS.

Sincerely,

Ms. Chris Keyser

Executive Director

Fairview Community Health Center

Bowling Green, Kentucky

615 7th Avenue Bowling Green KY 42102   PO Box 1177   Phone: 270.783.3573   Fax: 270.783.4081       














