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To: Secretary Sylvia Matthews Burwell 

U.S Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Ave. SW. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

From: Jeffrey L. Post 

1910 Ky. Hwy. 801 N. 

Morehead, KY 40351 

Subject: Proposed changes and restrictions of Medicaid submitted by Kentucky Governor Matt 
Bevins 

Dear Secretary Burwell, 

The enclosed news article details the changes to Medicaid that Kentucky Governor Matt Bevins 
is proposing to your office. 

These restrictions would hurt the people of Kentucky, as many across the state cannot afford 

medical coverage. 

Simply put, please do not allow this governor approval to neglect thousands of Kentucky 
citizens. Please do not pass his proposal. I write you so that you can do what is best for this state, 
since our governor is not looking out for the welfare of his citizens. Thank you for your time. 

Best regards, ,_. jJ. 
Ji!::ost ~~ 



POLITICS At~D GOVERNMENT 

Bevin submits 
Medicaid waiver 
plan to. Feds, with· 
some chang.es 

BY JOHN CHEVES 

}dlnts~d·ltodtr.com 

Gov. Matt Bevin on Wednes
day submitted his Medicaid waiv
er proposal to the federal govern
ment, hoping to reshape the 
program that provides health 
insurance for 1.32 million Ken
tuckians. 

The revised plan -which Be
vin calls Kentucky HEALTH
sent to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services had 
a handful of changes that Bevin 
said are a response to public 
criticism of the original waiver 
proposal he unveiled in June. 
Over the next five years, it cOuld 

shave $2.2 billion off the expect
ed $37.2 billion expense of Ken
tucky's Medicaid program, ac-

1 cording to the waiver application. 
Speaking to reporters, Bevin 

said there is not much room on 
his side for compromise if HHS 
wan~ change.s~ . 

"It has been clear even when I 
was a candidate, certainly since 
I've been governor, from the 
moment of my inaugural speech 
to my budget address and every 
time I've been on record since 
then," Bevin said. "If, in fact, 
there are not structural changes 
made, there will not be the ability 
to have an expanded Medicaid in 
Kentucky. That's just the reality 
of it. So the ball is in their court. 

tuake Crumbles 
least 159 dead 

J 
r 

tdJWOYSFUi'lfP -IJAJ\ 

10~ SlU!OO Wl?3 

!lUI 

<D':JV ,se~e, 

BY EIJSABETrA POVOLEOO 
T~t H<W Ycri Tl.,.s 

AMATIUCE, ITALY 
A strong earthquake rocked a 

mountainous stretch of central 
Italy early Wednesday, kiUing at 
least 159 people, The Associated 
- ~- ----A .....,nnino ctrnre,; 

SOCIVM3CI 
'.JU11f1(1 

If there is to be expanded Med
icaid in Kentucky, it is entirely up 
to them." 

The most controversial mea
sures in Bevin's original plan 
remain, including premiums and 
co-pays and a requirement that 
able-bodied adul~ be engaged in 
their communities for at least 20 
hours every week, through a job, 
classes, volunteering or other 
specified activities. 

Also, the final plan continues 
to classify dental and vision care 
and over-the-counter medicines 
as "enhanced benefits" that 
Medicaid recipients could .earn 
only by performing various tasks. 
Medical transportation no longer 
would be covered except foE 
emergencies. 

"The things that many Ken
tuckians are concerned about, 
the things that would create ob
stacles to coverage and move us 
backward instead of forward, are 
still in there," said Jason Bailey, 
executive director of the 
Kentucky Center for Economic 
Policy in Berea. · 

The federal government pays 
most Medicaid costs, so HHS 
must approve changes to how the 
states operate their individual 
programs. HHS has repeatedly 
warned that it won't approve a 
state waiver that limits access to 
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Eastern 
Kentucky 
gets $18 
million to 
help 
struggling 
coal areas 
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MEDICAID 
benefits through work 
requirements or other po
tential hurdles. 

"Kentucky's Medicaid 
e:~~pansion has been very 
successful in improving 
health coverage, access to 
care, health outcomes and 
financial security for its 
citizens, 11 said HHS spokes
woman Marjorie Connolly 
on Wednesday. 

"HHS has been clear 
that, as we begin the re
view of this application, we 
will assess it based on long
standing Medicaid princi- · 
pies of access to coverage 
and affordability of care," 
Connolly said. "As In other 
states, we are prepared to 
continue dialogue for as 
long as it takes to find a 
solution that maintains and 
builds on Kentucky's his
toric progress and avoids 
moving backwards." 

Negotiations over Med
icaid waivers can take 
many months, Connolly 
said. 

Dennis Smith, a 
Washington attoi'Jiey who 
offered advice on the waiv
er to the Bevin adminis
tration, said Wednesday · 
there is no legal reason 
HHS can't accept the 
"community engagement" 
requirements that Ken
tucky proposes.

1
That 

should not be a deal-break
er, he said. 

"There is certainly flex
ibility there for those provi
sions to be approved. The 
(HHS) secretary has the 
discretion to do that," said 
Smith, who was director of 
the Center for Medicaid 
and State Operations at the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services under 
President George W. Bush. 
"Part of the very purpose of 
Medicaid is to.help people 
become .independent. 
That's part of Medicaid's 
mission.",. . . , .. l •· .. 

Under the authority of 
the federal Affordable Care 
Act, Democratic Gov. Steve 
Beshear e:~~panded Med
icaid In Kentucky to in
clude people whose In
comes are up to 138 per
cent of the poverty level, or 
$16,105 a year for an In
dividual. 

Beshear'& Medicaid ex
pansion added roughly 
440,000 Kentuckians, 
which means that 30 per
cent of the state's pop
ulation is now enrolled. 
This has dropped Kentuck
y's uninsured rate from 20 
percent to 7.5 percent. Of 
all 50 states, only Arkansas 
saw a steeper decline. 

However, Kentucky 
struggled to cover its Med
icaid expenses even before 
the e:~~panslon. Bevin, a 
Republican elected to suc
ceed Beshear last Novem
ber, says there is no real
istic way to pay for this 
growth. He estimates that 
the state's share will be 
$1.2 billion over the next 
five years. 

" If there Is not some way 
to balance the financial 
imoo~.dbi1itv of fundinl! it. 

what would be done if we 
were to promise something 
that there was not the abil
Ity to pay for. So we're 
trying to balance the cost 
with the ultimate goal, 
which Is quality health 
outcomes." 

Among the waiver's 
changes since Bevin first 
proposed it in June: Allergy · 
testing and private-duty 
nurses would remain cov
ered. People who are deter
mined to be "medically • 
frail" would be exempt' 
from premiums and co
payments, And the list of 
acceptable community 
engagement activities 
would e:~~pand to Include 
personal caretaking, pass
Ing the high school equiv-
alency test and getting · 
preventative medical care 
for children, including 
immunizations and vacci
nations. 

Recipients would have to 
pay from $1 to $15 in 
monthly premiums, al
though the revised. waiver 
ties those premiums to 
household income rather 
than - as the original plan 
did -Individual income. 
After a year, people above 
the federal poverty line 
would have to pay $37.50 a 
month. That above-poverty 
population would be locked 
out of Medicaid for six 
months if they miss a pay
ment. 

Medicaid recipients with 
access to a workplace 
health plan would be at 
first encouraged, and then 
required, to ~y.ritch to that 
plan. However, the state 
presently does not have 
accurate information about 
where these people, work. 
Some of the biggest enroll
ment for expanded Med
icaid carne In economic 
sectors, such as construc
tion, food service and re
tail, where il)surance often 
is not offered to workers, 
according to federal data. 

· The waiver's savings 
depend heavily on elim
inating nearly 86,000 
Kentuckians from the Med
icaid program over the next 
five years, according to an 
analysis by the Kentucky 
Center for Economic Pol
ley. 

Potential barriers to 
coverage could doom the 
waiver's chances In Wash
ington, said Emily Beaure
gard, executive director of 
Kentucky Voices for 
Health. Generally, once a 
state has e:~~panded Med
icaid coverage, HHS does 
not allow much in the way 
of restrictions, she said. 

"The primary question is 
whether Governor Bevin is 
willing to negotiate on this 
or whether he'll walk away 
from Medicaid e:~~pansion 
entirely," Beauregard said. 
"There's a lot at stake here. 
For nearly half a million 
Kentuckiana, this plan 
means they either keep 
their health coverage or 
they don't." 
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areas where job losses in 
coal and related industries 
-such as power plants
have hurt the economy. 

White House said. Coal jobs have dropped 
The grant calls for the by more than half in Eastern 

school to graduate 60 op- Kentucky In recent years. 
tometrists In its first three A number of factors have 
}'ears. played a role In that, in-

Senate Majority Leader eluding competition from 
Mitch McConnell said in a cheap natural gas and other 
news release that UPike coal basins, tougher envi-
officials told him that the ronmental rules aimed at 
Kentucky College of Op- improving air and water 
tome try will set up "a major quality, rising use of renew-
on-site clinic and partner- able energy sources, and 
ships with local federally high production costs in the 
qtllliifi.ed health care centers region. 
and hospitals In the region 'lbe POWER initiative is 
experiencing health care part of a larger proposal 
shortages." from the Obarna adminis-

"The University of Pike- tration that includes shoring 
ville continues to do out- up health and pension funds 
standing work In providing for members of the United 
support and training for its Mine Workers of America 
students, and I was pleased and speeding up the release 
to work with them to help of $1 billion In abandoned 
secure these competitive mine land funding for de-
grants, 11 McConnell said. velopmeqt projects in coal 

The money for the optom- areas: 
etry college carne through Congress has not ap-
the U.S. Economic Devel- proved those parts of the 
opment Administration and proposal. 
the Appalachian Regional The other grants an-
Commisalon. nounced Wednesday were: 

The agencies are part of ' · · • $2.75 m\llion to the 
what tl\e Obama adminis- - Eastern Kentucky 
tration calls the POWER Concentrated Employment 
initiative, for Partnerships Program which Is based In 
for Opportunity and Work- Hazard and works in 23 
force and Economic Revi- counties, to train people for 
talization. Information technol<igy 

The initiative provides jobs. The White House said 
money for programs In- the initiative would train 

jobs. 
U.S. Rep. Hal Roger. 

Republican who repret 
Eastern and Southern 
tucky, said the money 
help fill positions at a 1 
vate company prepariJ 
do technology work ir 
region. 

" ln this new techno 
age, our workforce In 
em Kentucky needs t• 
well-trained 'tech fon 
capitalize on the gi'O\\ 
number of technol011 
based companies and 
Rogers said. 

• $2 million to the 
Mountain Associatior 
Community Econom' 
Development for a pr 
that has several parts 
eluding worker traini 
technical assistance f 
entrepreneurs and a 1 
put former coal-lndu: 
employees to work a1 
gy-efficiency busines 

Tile nonprofit also 
up a $1 million ventu 
capital fund to boost 
ness development. T 
White House said th« 
ject will create 200 i• 

"We need to creat• 
post-coal economy ii 
em Kentucky that Is 
diverse, sustainable ' 
equitable," MountaiJ 
ciation president Pet 
said In a news releas 

Hille said that will 
Strengthening the "e 
trepreneurial ecosys 
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