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PROPOSED COMMENTS TO
CMS REGARDING AIHP INITIATIVES IN AHCCCS’ CONCEPT PAPER


· DSRIP Initiatives 

Comment: AHCCCS’ updated concept paper states that, pursuant to guidance from CMS, the American Indian Health Program (“AIHP”) initiatives will no longer be included as part of the DSRIP program and that the AIHP initiatives will be implemented through a “state plan amendment or other means.”  We agree with AHCCCS that there is a need for improved health outcomes among the AIHP population in Arizona. We also agree with AHCCCS that private providers are necessary to strengthen care coordination and care management capabilities for AIHP members.  Carondelet St. Mary’s serves over 3,158 AIHP encounters per year.  Private providers throughout Arizona serve as an important and necessary component of the healthcare system available to the AIHP population and should be allowed to participate in any payment arrangement (incentive or otherwise) designed to improve the coordination of care for this population, whether through the DSRIP program or other means. Under the current concept paper, AHCCCS indicated that it would work with CMS to ensure that there would be opportunities available to improve care coordination among the AIHP population. However, because the AIHP initiatives are no longer included in the DSRIP program, it remains unclear which providers will be eligible to participate in these important system reform efforts. We respectfully request additional clarification regarding the AIHP initiatives. 

Comment: Although AHCCCS’ initial proposal requested 100% FMAP for the AIHP initiatives, the final concept paper does not outline how the AIHP initiatives will be funded. We would like to stress the strong community need for increased coordination of care in the AIHP population and ask CMS and AHCCCS to clarify how these initiatives will be funded, particularly for private providers who are not eligible to receive funding at the 100% FMAP. 

Comment: AHCCCS’ concept paper outlines four projects designed to target the AIHP population that will be modified pursuant to CMS guidance. However, the CMS website states that the concept paper changes the AIHP initiatives to a service-based model.[footnoteRef:1] We would like additional clarification regarding how the projects outlined by AHCCCS will be used to implement a service-based model, and which providers will be able to participate in the program.   [1:  Arizona Health Care Cost Containment (AHCCCS) - Delivery System Reform Incentive Payments (DSRIP), MEDICAID.GOV., available at https://public.medicaid.gov/connect.ti/public.comments/view?objectId=1887299 (last visited August 12, 2016).] 
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