



May 12, 2016 

Director John McCarthy
Ohio Department of Medicaid
50 W. Town Street, 5th Floor
Columbus, Ohio  43218

Re:  	Healthy Ohio Program 1115 Demonstration Waiver

Dear Director John McCarthy:

On behalf of the Ohio Commission on Minority Health (OCMH), I write to offer comment on the Ohio Department of Medicaid’s (ODM) Healthy Ohio 1115 Demonstration Waiver (Healthy Ohio).

Medicaid provides must needed access to health coverage for one in every four Ohioans with limited income and resources.  OCMH supported Governor John Kasich’s actions to expand Medicaid and increase access to more Ohioans in an effort to achieve improved health outcomes and lower costs.  Historically, the OCMH’s efforts have been to eliminate health disparities in racial and ethnic populations in Ohio through increased access to health care, improved quality and care and policy efforts to address the social determinants of health that impact health.

Medicaid’s recent expansion has provided improved access and coverage has improved health outcomes, saved the lives of Ohioans and benefited Ohio’s economy.  Given the documented high levels of disparity in health care access experienced by racial and ethnic populations in Ohio, it would be highly unfortunate to place this much needed coverage in jeopardy to populations that already bear a disproportionate burden of death, disease and disability.  

This would without question would lead to multiple challenges to include:

· Premium increases would reduce health access for vulnerable populations to include racial and ethnic minorities
· Service disruption due to non-payment of premiums would likely result in increased uncompensated care related to prenatal, chronic disease and behavioral health services
· HSAA’s have demonstrated increase costs and reduced efficiency in Medicaid programs
· Elimination of retroactive reimbursement for services rendered by healthcare providers would potentially eliminate the already limited number of providers
· Uncompensated care would increase and negatively impact emergency room rates and health outcomes
· Loss of coverage would critically impact over 1.66 million Ohioans, over 10% of Ohio’s population as a whole 
· Require significant administrative oversight

[bookmark: _GoBack]These changes listed along with others are why OCMH strongly opposes the Healthy Ohio Program 1115 Demonstration Waiver.

OCMH vision is to achieve health parity in Ohio’s racial and ethnic populations and we would urge caution regarding any efforts that may result in the reduction of access, as many of the projections indicate will occur under the 1115 Demonstration Waiver.

Sincerely, 


Angela Dawson, 
Executive Director 
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