
TO:		Secretary Sylvia Burwell, Dept. of Health and Human Services (CMS)

FROM:		Betty Kondrich, 2181 Buena Vista Drive, Wickliffe, OH 44092

– a member of Christ Episcopal Church, Shaker Heights, OH, a member congregation of Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC)

REGARDING:	Comments Opposing the Healthy Ohio Program Section 1115 Demonstration Request

DATE:		August 2, 2016

Dear Secretary Burwell and CMS,

I oppose the proposed “Healthy Ohio” 1115 Medicaid Waiver because it will disrupt coverage for needy Ohioans and increase cost.

Greater Cleveland Congregations’ members include 40 congregations and organizations representing 30,000 individuals in Cuyahoga County.  GCC has united our power to advocate for access to health care for all, particularly for the least among us.  We have worked with others throughout the state to encourage Medicaid expansion.

In Ohio, 640,000 more Ohioans now have coverage as a result of Medicaid expansion and more than 2.9 million Ohioans (or 25 percent of the state’s population) are enrolled in Medicaid.  The waiver would harm over 1 million of Ohio’s Medicaid population and be contrary to the purposes and legal guidelines of Medicaid.
· The waiver would charge enrollees unaffordable premiums.  Medicaid enrollees would have their coverage terminated for non-payment of premiums.  But premiums have led to declines in enrollment in other states.  For example, in Oregon enrollment dropped by 77% after premiums were instituted.
· The waiver would institute complicated health savings accounts and debit cards which would be a nightmare to administer and too complex to be useable.  Arkansas recently eliminated the imposition of health savings accounts and cost-sharing requirement on participants below 100% of the FPL due to high administrative costs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The waiver would establish annual and lifetime caps which are illegal under the Affordable Care Act.

These changes would negatively impact Ohio’s Medicaid population.  They will create barriers to access to care for more than 1 million Medicaid eligible Ohioans.  I do not support the “Healthy Ohio” waiver.

Respectfully,
Betty C. Konddrich
