

To: Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services:
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Regarding: Comments on the Proposed Healthy Ohio 1115 Medicaid Waiver
Date: July 29, 2016

I oppose the proposed Healthy Ohio 1115 Medicaid Waiver because it will disrupt coverage and increase cost.  This plan actually takes the State of Ohio backwards in Medicaid coverage for the poor.
In Ohio, 640,000 more Ohioans now have coverage as a result of Medicaid Expansion and more than 2.9 million Ohioans, or 25 percent of the state’s population, are enrolled in Medicaid. The waiver would create the following changes for over 1 million of Ohio’s Medicaid population[footnoteRef:1]:   [1:  Ohio Department of Medicaid Managed Care eligibility and Enrollment Reports, Website http://medicaid.ohio.gov/RESOURCES/ReportsandResearch/MedicaidManagedCarePlanEnrollmentReports.aspx and Center for Community Solutions Ohio's Pending Healthy Ohio 1115 Medicaid Waiver (1/26/16) Webinar
] 

· Charge enrollees unaffordable premiums. Premiums have led to declines in enrollment in other states.  For example, in Oregon enrollment dropped by 77% after premiums were instituted.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Center for Community Solutions Ohio's Pending Healthy Ohio 1115 Medicaid Waiver (1/26/16) Webinar
] 


· Medicaid enrollees can have their coverage terminated for non-payment of premiums.

· Institute health savings accounts and debit cards which will be costly to administer and make it more complex for people to use Medicaid.  Arkansas recently eliminated the imposition of health savings accounts and cost‐sharing requirements on participants below 100% of the FPL due to high administrative costs.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Center for Community Solutions Ohio's Pending Healthy Ohio 1115 Medicaid Waiver (1/26/16) Webinar] 

These changes would negatively impact Ohio’s Medicaid population. They will create barriers to access to care for more than 1 million Medicaid eligible Ohioans. I do not support the Healthy Ohio waiver.    
Respectfully,
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Diana M. Cyganovich


                                                                               
                                                                                  

image1.png




