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HIV Health Care Access Working Group

July 20, 2016
Vikki Wachino
Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services
Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services
Re:  North Carolina's Medicaid Reform Demonstration
Dear Director Wachino:
We are writing on behalf of the HIV Health Care Access Working Group (HHCAWG) regarding North Carolina’s Section 1115 Medicaid reform proposal to implement Medicaid managed care statewide in addition to instituting other reforms.
HHCAWG writes in support of the comments submitted by the Duke Health Justice Clinic and North Carolina AIDS Action Network (NCAAN) during the state and federal comment period. We are concerned that outside of a broader Medicaid expansion that the proposed waiver may restrict rather than improve access to prevention, care and treatment for low income residents. We urge CMS to strongly encourage the state to expand Medicaid in conjunction with its implementation of Medicaid managed care.
In addition to the failure to expand access to Medicaid, we are concerned that the proposal in its current form lacks the specificity to fully evaluate the proposal, and its impact on populations who rely on North Carolina Medicaid for lifesaving healthcare, including more than 5,000 people living with HIV.  We urge for the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services to address the recommendations below prior to approval of the waiver to ensure baseline protections for Medicaid beneficiaries with HIV and other low income beneficiaries.
Drug Coverage 
· Require Pre-paid Health Plans (PHPs) to adhere to standard utilization management criteria that for the antiretroviral drugs must be based on the Department of Health and Humans Services Adult and Adolescent Antiretroviral Treatment Guidelines and that are no more restrictive than FFS Medicaid. 
· Require PHPs to publish up-to-date formulary information that includes details on utilization management requirements and processes. 
Expert HIV Providers
· Designate Ryan White-funded medical providers as Essential Community Providers (ECP) to align with the Federally Facilitated Marketplace definition of ECPs.  
· Require PHPs to provide access to an HIV specialist without a referral.
· Require that network adequacy standards consider access to HIV specialists.
· Require transition planning for vulnerable populations, such as people with HIV, to prevent beneficiaries from falling out of care during the transition to Medicaid managed care. 
· Ensure that Ryan White Program providers and other HIV specialists are included in relevant provider transformation practice supports.    
Stakeholder Engagement
· Require ongoing meaningful engagement with all stakeholders, including the HIV community, through an open and transparent process as planning and implementation continues.
Consumer Protections
· Hold PHPs to the same consumer protection standards that are required of other health insurers in the state through Chapter 58 of the North Carolina General Statute.
Evaluation
· In recognition of the National HIV/AIDS Strategy Federal Action Plan (section 2.A.5, calling on CMS to advance uptake and use of HIV-related clinical quality measures in Medicare and Medicaid”) and to support robust evaluation of the waiver, CMS should encourage North Carolina to adopt the HIV viral suppression quality measure for PHPs participating in the waiver. 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the North Carolina Medicaid Reform proposal. Please contact the HHCAWG co-chairs Andrea Weddle with the HIV Medicine Association (aweddle@hivma.org), Amy Killelea with the National Alliance of State & Territorial AIDS Directors (akillelea@nastad.org), or Robert Greenwald with the Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation  (rgreenwa@law.harvard.edu) with questions regarding our comments. 
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