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To the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services:
The North Carolina Council of Churches is a statewide ecumenical organization representing 17 different denominations in our state and over 1.5 million members.  Together we work toward a more just society.  We are writing you to lift up the faith voice in response to the Medicaid reform waiver that is currently under consideration.  
We ask that the NC Medicaid and NC Health Choice 1115  Demonstration Waiver include a provision for Medicaid expansion to extend coverage to the half a million North Carolinians who currently fall into the Coverage Gap.  These are our neighbors many of them in families with at least one full time worker.[footnoteRef:1]  All of them are valuable members of our community who are not able to access the health care they need.   [1:  KCMU.  The Uninsured.  A Primer.  Dec. 2014.] 

The Council has long advocated for adequate health care for all North Carolinians as well and our concern is especially great for the most vulnerable in our society, including children, single parents, the poor, and racial and ethnic minorities.  As people of faith, we believe that every person deserves dignity that comes with access to health care and has the right to quality, affordable health care.  
Medicaid Expansion in North Carolina would extend coverage to up to 500,000 deserving North Carolinians.  Currently, there are nearly 50,000 women who are not receiving recommended preventive screenings; 27,000 diabetics who will not get necessary medications,[footnoteRef:2] and there are 144,000 children who will remain uninsured as a result of their parents’ lack of insurance.[footnoteRef:3]  Perhaps most shockingly, at least 1,000 people will die in North Carolina this year as a result of not having health insurance.   [2: http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2014/01/30/opting-out-of-medicaid-expansion-the-health-and-financial-impacts/]  [3:  http://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/NC-Medicaid-Parent-Paper.pdf] 

In order to address the quadruple aim outlined in the 1115 waiver application, North Carolina must expand Medicaid coverage.  Not doing so would fail to address adequately the waiver’s aims of improved community health, increased provider engagement, or containment of costs.  North Carolina should draw upon evidence from expansion states that have seen increased primary and preventive care,[footnoteRef:4] decreases in uncompensated hospital care,[footnoteRef:5] and economic stimulus brought on by expansion dollars. [4:  http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2015/08/28/michigan-the-path-to-medicaid-expansion-in-a-republican-led-state/]  [5:  http://kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/the-effects-of-medicaid-expansion-under-the-aca-findings-from-a-literature-review/] 

The North Carolina Council of Churches calls for Medicaid expansion to be included in the plan outlined in the 1115 waiver.   Expansion will bring justice to those currently uninsured, as well as to poorer and more rural counties which face disproportionate burdens in health care.  Expansion will also provide an economic boost to such counties and to the state as a whole.  
Please take this recommendation under consideration in order to strengthen North Carolina’s health care system and to better serve North Carolinians while ensuring a more just and healthy state.
Sincerely, 

Jennifer Copeland, Executive Director
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