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To Whom It May Concern, 
I am a pediatrician with a masters degree from the UNC School of Public Health in Maternal and Child Health.  I did my residency training in North Carolina, and I have now worked as a primary care pediatrician in the state for 13 years.  I spent the majority of those years working with a population of nearly 100% Medicaid recipients at a community health center.  I now work in private practice with a patient panel that includes approximately 50% Medicaid patients.
I am writing to express my extreme concern for the effects that the proposed privatization of NC Medicaid would have on the health of children in our state.   Our current Medicaid system has allowed me to provide high quality care for the disadvantaged children of our state.   It is clear to me that the proposed changes would result in decreased quality of care, and these might even limit the ability of my practice to accept new patients with Medicaid.
The proposed changes would increase the administrative costs of the system – our current administrative costs are only 6% while that of private insurers is typically 12%.  The proposed changes would greatly increase the administrative cost to our practice due to the complications of interacting with multiple agencies instead of sending Medicaid bills to a single agency.  Perhaps the greatest loss would be the loss of care management through Community Care of North Carolina.  Our most vulnerable patients depend on these services.  CCNC is an award winning organization that has helped NC to improve care while containing cost – its loss would be a tragedy for our state.
I urge you to protect the North Carolina’s vulnerable children.  Please do not allow these disastrous changes to our Medicaid system.  

Sincerely, 
Katie Delgado, MD, MSPH
katiedelgadomd@gmail.com
