There are 250,000 t0 300,000 p3people in NC who are in the coverage gap with no other options for gaining healthcare coverage. For some individuals financial help is available but these individuals may forgo purchasing healthcare coverage in order to meet other financial demands such as food and housing.
A few examples from conservative states who have indorsed Medicaid expansion are:
· A decrease in the number of uninsured
· A decrease in uncompensated care at hospitals
· In 2014, Arkansas saved $30.8million. They reported a gain of $24.4million of new revenue for 2014-2015
· And the list goes on
Those who object to closing the coverage gap believe that this is just another entitlement program. Over half of all individuals in the “Coverage Gap” are working and nearly 70%of the families have at least full or part-time worker in their household. When policy makers refuse to extend health coverage hundreds of thousands of people will not receive preventative and /or primary care thus increasing their vulnerability to complex health concerns and catastrophic medical debt.
As a retired healthcare professional, I encourage you to expand Medicaid coverage to all residents in North Carolina. Not only will it make North Carolina healthier but will also provide employment which in turn will increase revenue for all of North Carolina.
