Medicaid Reform remarks
April 6th hearing in Asheville

My name is Ron Katz, and I am a member of Carolina Jews for Justice, a statewide network of Jewish individuals committed to a just, fair and compassionate North Carolina.  Thank you for this opportunity to share my views.  
For the last several years, the NC General Assembly and Governor have talked about the importance of reforming Medicaid.  My understanding was much of the concern had to do with the cost and the lack of predictability in the amount that Medicaid was costing the state. When asked about the possibility of expanding Medicaid, some members of the General Assembly and the Governor stated that expansion could not be addressed until Medicaid reform was enacted.
This past session, the General Assembly and Governor passed Medicaid Reform.  It is now time to hold the General Assembly and Governor at their word that they will look at expanding Medicaid.  
Expanding Medicaid will save lives, reduce health care costs, and boost the NC economy. Over a year ago, over 120 of CJJ members signed a petition urging Governor McCrory and the NC General Assembly to immediately accept federal funds to expand Medicaid in the state of North Carolina.
NC’s elected officials have the opportunity to provide affordable health insurance to up to 500,000 adults who are stuck in the health insurance coverage gap.  Closing the coverage gap will have a positive impact on our whole state, especially children. Some of things we know about closing the gap include: 
· When parents are insured, their children are more likely to be insured, and they are better able to care for their children.
· Closing the health insurance gap will provide better economic security for more families, and therefore better economic security for our state.
· Making health care available to the up to 500,000 eligible working adults in NC will also create jobs and reduce the cost of emergency or catastrophic care that is provided when preventative care could have been more cost-effective.
· Expansion is critical for containing costs in Medicaid, which is a key goal of North Carolina’s Medicaid Reform. Without expanding health coverage to people in the gap that oftentimes have many unmet medical needs, those people will receive inconsistent and more costly health care. 
· North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) will struggle to maintain access for Medicaid patients as the health care infrastructure erodes, especially in vulnerable rural areas, as a result of refusing to close the coverage gap. Clinic and hospital closings will only accelerate in the future if we do not access additional federal funds.
· The federal government is unlikely to believe that our state is truly innovative and takes its commitment to improving the lives of low-income citizens seriously when we are refusing federal funds to extend insurance coverage to the up to 500,000 people who are in the coverage gap.
From a faith-perspective, the members of Carolina Jews for Justice urge the state expand Medicaid to the up to 500,000 people that could benefit.  We believe we have already waited too long to fulfill our obligation to the members of our community who could benefit from Medicaid Expansion. The federal government has set aside funds for this purpose, and North Carolina is not taking advantage of those funds; we urge you to seek to expand Medicaid as part of Medicaid reform proposals and urge you to act quickly.  We also ask the Federal government, in its consideration of Medicaid reform, that expanding Medicaid in some form be a requirement in their acceptance of the Medicaid reform proposal from our state.  
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