Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns regarding the Medicaid Reform Bill. My name is Marlene Jacoby, and I am a member of Carolina Jews for Justice-West as well as a volunteer navigator for the ACA  over  the past three years.  I have lived in North Carolina for 45 years.  Between 1969 and 1977, my first husband suffered from a disease that required numerous surgeries and hospitalizations. In 1977, at the age of 33, he died leaving me with two children, a five year old and a one year old.  His medical bills were astronomical even then. Without health insurance we would have been left in paralyzing debt. Our insurance allowed me, instead, to care for my children, return to work full time and become a North Carolina tax payer. For 30 years, I taught Biology in several places in North Carolina, and both of my children have gone on to successful careers, one as as a physician and the other as a translator of Japanese.  Things would not have turned out this way if we had no health insurance.  Our experience is why I care so deeply about this issue. Health insurance can be the difference between life and death, between health and illness, between sanity and desperation, between success and failure.
In my volunteer navigator work, there have been too many times when a hopeful person has come in thinking he is finally going to get health insurance only to find out that his income is too LOW to get any assistance with premium payments nor does he qualify for Medicaid in NC.  You have heard all the numbers about why we should expand Medicaid, but perhaps you have not come face to face with the people our state has left in the lurch, the Medicaid gap.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Last week it was an about to be 26 year old who is no longer eligible to stay on her parents’ insurance plan and who is moving so she is in between jobs. No income, so no advance premium tax credits and NO Medicaid. Then there was the middle age man who was a laborer with back issues that needed surgical intervention—unable to work very much, his income did not reach the Federal poverty level, so no tax credits for him and no Medicaid either.   Particularly troubling was the young mother with two children who was working as much as she could at a fast food restaurant but did earn enough to meet the Federal poverty level for a family of three. Again she got no advance premium tax credits and no Medicaid.  These people are completely baffled when they are told they do not earn enough money to get help nor do they qualify for Medicaid. I am baffled too.  It is clearly wrong that we have the opportunity to help these folks in our state, but instead our tax dollars are being used by other states that expanded Medicaid for their citizens.  It is senseless; it is unethical; it is shameful that we are denying our fellow North Carolinians help. Now is the perfect time to look again at Medicaid expansion and do the right thing.  Every time one of these people who has no other way to get health insurance leaves the office, I am left thinking:  “There but for the grace of G-d, go I.”  None of us knows what awaits around the corner, do we?
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