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February 17, 2016


Victoria Wachino
Centers for Medicaid and CHIP Services
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Mail Stop: S2-01-16
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Dear Director Wachino, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to express my full support for the State of Michigan’s section 1115 waiver request to expand Medicaid and CHIP eligibility for pregnant women and children up to age 21 who have been exposed to lead-contaminated water in Flint. These benefits will provide significant nutrition support, necessary physical and behavioral health services, and lead blood-level monitoring for eligible individuals. 

Lead exposure is directly linked to myriad physical and behavioral health issues, particularly among children. These include cognitive impairments, shortened attention span, aggressive behavior, immunotoxicity, hearing loss and nerve damage — and many more. When you combine those harmful effects with all of the other toxic stresses that many people in my community face — poverty, neighborhood violence, poor nutrition and crumbling schools — it only further underscores the critical need for enhanced services. Health officials and medical experts agree that immediate comprehensive health services for children and pregnant women are crucial to prevent long-term adverse health effects from lead exposure. 

Michigan’s demonstration application also includes increased case management services and lead abatement activities. Targeted case management will not only help enroll eligible individuals in Medicaid, but also will help coordinate benefits and tertiary services to ensure the best outcome for each child. Additional lead abatement activities will help prevent future lead exposure. We need to make sure that lead won’t continue to be a problem in a community that has already suffered enough. 

I am grateful for the support Health and Human Services has already provided, and am very pleased to hear that the department has indicated a willingness to approve this waiver.  I look forward to our continued partnership to ensure that the children of Flint have a fair shot at a healthy, productive future. 
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Jim Ananich
Senate Minority Leader
27th Senate District
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