[bookmark: 1510e802a3f17e1b_150edcf68257a09a__GoBac]My name is Edilia Acedo and I live In Tucson, AZ.  I am one of the 150,000 members of the United States’ Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP). SVDP operates in more than 4,400 communities throughout the country.  When we help people in poverty and visit them in their homes, we experience first-hand the negative impact of poverty on their life. Lack of healthcare is one of the key root-causes of poverty.
Please do not approve the Waiver proposed by State of Arizona for the following reasons:
-Premiums and Co-payments – I strongly oppose requiring payment of premiums and co-pays for AHCCCS members. Requiring this population to pay 5% of their income for premiums and co-pays combined will have unintended negative consequences for the member and their family, including children.  If they have problems paying, it will also affect their credit score. Research indicates that premiums and co-pays pose a barrier for the low-income and vulnerable population, and may prevent them from seeking healthcare in emergency and non-emergency situations.  The highly punitive measures for not paying their premium would result in disenrollment from AHCCCS which would further result in tax penalties.  These individuals would not be eligible to purchase health insurance and receive financial assistance through the Health Insurance Marketplace, which defeats the intent of both Medicaid expansion and the Affordable Care Act to improve access to healthcare.
 
-Emergency Department Co-pays: I strongly oppose co-pays for emergency department usage. Emergency departments may be used in non-emergent situations if there are no alternatives to seek healthcare.  The co-pay will not lower emergency department usage, when there is no alternative. To lower emergency department usage preventive care and ongoing regular care should be offered, especially to those who use the emergency department frequently.
 
-Elimination of non-emergency transportation: I strongly oppose the elimination of non-emergency transportation.  Lack of transportation is a significant barrier to receiving healthcare.  Public transportation is not always available and individuals in poverty cannot get to medical facilities without transportation resources and support.  Keeping medical appointments for those with chronic illnesses or on-going treatment for serious conditions is critical.  Lack or unaffordability of transportation to medical facilities for ongoing visits or treatment is one of the key causes of overuse of the emergency department. It is important to maintain non-emergency transportation to encourage continued care and positive health outcomes for AHCCCS members.
 
-The five year limit and work requirements – AHCCCS is designed to provide health care services to Arizona’s citizens, who are unable to afford health coverage on their own. The Adult Group, as currently indicated, might include stepparents or grandparents taking care of minors, older adults, displaced individuals, or those suffering from mental health conditions. These individuals could be at a significant disadvantage.
 
The dramatic consequences of the Waiver on people in poverty makes it clear that the people in poverty were not at the table when the Waiver was drafted, nor were the organizations that are serving them and know their struggle.
 
The leaders of the State of Arizona need to protect the poor and the vulnerable, by providing health coverage without caveats to advance the common good, and promote human life and dignity.
Many thanks.
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