ACTION ALERT


Voice of the Poor 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Diocesan Council of Tucson

RE: Oppose cuts to Arizona Health Care Cost Containment (AHCCCS) - State Bill 1475 and State Bill 1092


Dear Vincentians:

The State of Arizona has proposed to tighten the requirements for Medicaid eligibility, ultimately resulting in a smaller number of individuals living in poverty qualifying for Medicaid (AHCCCS).

Earlier this year, the state legislature passed the following bills:
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State Bill 1475:  This Bill proposed new requirements for coverage of the Adult Group.  In the future, this Group would have to share in the cost of healthcare by paying a 2% insurance premium and up to 3% in co-pays for physicians’ visit and emergency department usage, while non-emergency transportation would no longer be covered.

State Bill 1092: This Bill will impose a 5-year maximum lifetime coverage limit, will institute a work requirement for the Adult Group and will provide for the disenrollment from Medicaid for 6 months for failure to pay premiums and a healthy behaviors and healthy incentives concept.

Before the State can implement the proposed AHCCCS changes, they have to submit them as a Waiver to the CMS (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services), the federal government agency supervising these programs. The CMS formal approval is necessary. The CMS has now requested comments from the public on the above Waiver proposal. 

This is an opportunity for Vincentians to convey to the CMS the negative impact that these changes would have on the people we serve. The deadline for comments on the proposed changes is November 16, 2015.

As Vincentians, we have the privilege to serve people in poverty and to visit them in their homes. We understand their struggle to survive through what it seems, an endless series of emergencies, especially when people come from generational poverty. 

We can clearly see how the proposed changes, while well intentioned, rather than provide the people we serve with an incentive to seek employment and to take ownership of their healthcare, will instead make their life even harder. The wide variety of issues causing poverty require a far more individualized approach, rather than blanket rules such as those proposed. We do not agree with the Waiver. It is estimated that its impact could be to exclude up to 500,000 individuals living in poverty from AHCCCS coverage.

As Vincentians, we believe that the right to healthcare is a moral issue and that any decision by the governments should consider how it affects “the least of these” (Matthew, 25).  The needs of those living in poverty should come first.

Government and other institutions have a shared responsibility to promote the common good of all, especially families that struggle to survive.

It is imperative that all Vincentians and other people of faith send their comments (also on behalf of their respective organizations) about the negative impact of the proposed changes by November 16, to prevent the waiver from being approved by the Federal Government.  If the waiver is granted, we can foresee a major healthcare crisis for many of the people we serve.

Sincerely,

Christine Krikliwy
Voice of the Poor
St. Vincent de Paul 
Diocesan Council of Tucson



Take Action
Please send your comments to the CMS so that the proposal is not approved. This action will protect the poor and vulnerable population from the attempt to cut back their access to healthcare.  Healthcare is essential for creating a healthy, productive and successful family, country and nation.  Please click on the following link:
https://public.medicaid.gov/connect.ti/public.comments/viewQuestionnaire?qid=1880675
and then click on “Answer the questionnaire” (halfway through the page) to post your comments to the CMS (Federal Government)
 
Suggested comments/responses
My name is ……….. and I live in ………., AZ.  I am one of the 150,000 members of the United States’ Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP). SVDP operates in more than 4,400 communities throughout the country.  When we help people in poverty and visit them in their homes, we experience first-hand the negative impact of poverty on their life. Lack of healthcare is one of the key root-causes of poverty.
Please do not approve the Waiver proposed by State of Arizona for the following reasons:
-Premiums and Co-payments – I strongly oppose requiring payment of premiums and co-pays for AHCCCS members. Requiring this population to pay 5% of their income for premiums and co-pays combined will have unintended negative consequences for the member and their family, including children.  If they have problems paying, it will also affect their credit score. Research indicates that premiums and co-pays pose a barrier for the low-income and vulnerable population, and may prevent them from seeking healthcare in emergency and non-emergency situations.  The highly punitive measures for not paying their premium would result in disenrollment from AHCCCS which would further result in tax penalties.  These individuals would not be eligible to purchase health insurance and receive financial assistance through the Health Insurance Marketplace, which defeats the intent of both Medicaid expansion and the Affordable Care Act to improve access to healthcare. 

-Emergency Department Co-pays: I strongly oppose co-pays for emergency department usage. Emergency departments may be used in non-emergent situations if there are no alternatives to seek healthcare.  The co-pay will not lower emergency department usage, when there is no alternative. To lower emergency department usage preventive care and ongoing regular care should be offered, especially to those who use the emergency department frequently.
  
-Elimination of non-emergency transportation: I strongly oppose the elimination of non-emergency transportation.  Lack of transportation is a significant barrier to receiving healthcare.  Public transportation is not always available and individuals in poverty cannot get to medical facilities without transportation resources and support.  Keeping medical appointments for those with chronic illnesses or on-going treatment for serious conditions is critical.  Lack or unaffordability of transportation to medical facilities for ongoing visits or treatment is one of the key causes of overuse of the emergency department. It is important to maintain non-emergency transportation to encourage continued care and positive health outcomes for AHCCCS members.

-The five year limit and work requirements – AHCCCS is designed to provide health care services to Arizona’s citizens, who are unable to afford health coverage on their own. The Adult Group, as currently indicated, might include stepparents or grandparents taking care of minors, older adults, displaced individuals, or those suffering from mental health conditions. These individuals could be at a significant disadvantage.

The dramatic consequences of the Waiver on people in poverty makes it clear that the people in poverty were not at the table when the Waiver was drafted, nor were the organizations that are serving them and know their struggle. 

The leaders of the State of Arizona need to protect the poor and the vulnerable, by providing health coverage without caveats to advance the common good, and promote human life and dignity.
Many thanks.

