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October 9, 2015

Victoria Wachino, Director
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
200 Independence Avenue Southwest
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Director Wachino, 

On behalf of YWCA Seattle|King|Snohomish, I am writing to share our strong support for the Supportive Housing Medicaid benefit proposed in Washington State’s 1115 Medicaid Transformation Waiver application to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  

Supportive housing combines affordable housing with services for people who are highly disabled and experiencing chronic homelessness or are at-risk of chronic homelessness.   Research shows that supportive housing improves health outcomes and lowers health care and other system costs. The homelessness response system identifies supportive housing as a best practice for ending chronic homelessness, but it does not have the resources needed to take this intervention to scale. 

One of the barriers to bringing supportive housing fully to scale in Washington is a shortage of funding for the housing services that are critical to the model’s success. Our experience shows that a roof overhead is often not enough to help chronically homeless people retain housing.  It is critical that services be available to meet the complex needs of this population.  

For over 25 years, our YWCA has operated Angeline’s Center for Homeless Women in downtown Seattle.  In a typical year, we serve over 1,500 women.  These are largely women with a long history of homelessness, serious mental health illness, chemical dependency, physical disability and chronic medical conditions.  It is heartbreaking to see some of the same women, year after year, remain unhoused and still in shelter because of a lack of resources.     

If approved, the Supportive Housing Medicaid benefit will bring additional resources for supportive housing services to Washington and will help make the expansion of this intervention financially feasible. We know that a supportive housing will help reduce chronic homelessness and result in savings to both private and public systems.  

Thank you for your consideration of Washington’s 1115 Medicaid Transformation Waiver application. We look forward to continuing to work with the Washington State Health Care Authority to implement the 1115 waiver and a supportive housing Medicaid benefit. If approved, this proposal will result in significant savings to Medicaid while ensuring people with serious disabilities are able to live with security, autonomy and dignity in their own communities.

Sincerely,
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Sue Sherbrooke
CEO, YWCA Seattle|King|Snohomish
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