
	
  

	
  October	
  3,	
  2015	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Sylvia	
  Mathews	
  Burwell,	
  Secretary	
  
U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Health	
  and	
  Human	
  Services	
  
200	
  Independence	
  Avenue,	
  S.W.	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20201	
  
	
  	
  
RE:	
  State	
  of	
  Michigan’s	
  second	
  proposal	
  to	
  amend	
  the	
  waiver	
  enabling	
  the	
  
Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan	
  (Medicaid	
  Expansion)	
  
	
  	
  
Dear	
  Secretary	
  Burwell:	
  
	
  
The	
  Michigan	
  Council	
  for	
  Maternal	
  and	
  Child	
  Health	
  (MCMCH)	
  appreciates	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  comment	
  on	
  the	
  Michigan	
  Department	
  of	
  Health	
  and	
  Human	
  
Services’	
  (MDHHS)	
  second	
  waiver	
  amendment	
  proposal	
  for	
  our	
  state’s	
  Medicaid	
  
Expansion,	
  the	
  Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan.	
  
	
  	
  
MCMCH	
  believes	
  assuring	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  every	
  woman,	
  child	
  and	
  family	
  is	
  essential	
  
to	
  the	
  future	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  in	
  Michigan.	
  We	
  promote	
  prevention	
  strategies	
  and	
  
believe	
  health	
  care	
  coverage	
  is	
  an	
  essential	
  tool	
  for	
  achieving	
  optimal	
  health	
  for	
  
any	
  individual	
  or	
  family.	
  	
  The	
  Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  phenomenal	
  
success	
  in	
  our	
  state,	
  connecting	
  hundreds	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  low-­‐income	
  adults	
  to	
  
comprehensive	
  healthcare	
  coverage.	
  
	
  	
  
While	
  pregnant	
  women	
  are	
  covered	
  by	
  Medicaid	
  through	
  195%	
  FPL,	
  studies	
  
consistently	
  show	
  that	
  preexisting	
  obesity,	
  hypertension,	
  diabetes,	
  sexually	
  
transmitted	
  infections	
  and	
  other	
  poor	
  health	
  indicators	
  can	
  compromise	
  a	
  
healthy	
  birth	
  outcome.	
  	
  The	
  Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan	
  has	
  afforded	
  low	
  income	
  
women	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  the	
  tools	
  to	
  improve	
  their	
  health	
  before	
  a	
  pregnancy.	
  

Additionally,	
  for	
  women	
  in	
  the	
  138-­‐195%	
  FPL,	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  access	
  coverage	
  
when	
  transitioning	
  off	
  Medicaid	
  in	
  the	
  postpartum	
  period	
  is	
  crucial	
  for	
  
breastfeeding	
  supports,	
  mental	
  health	
  and	
  substance	
  use	
  disorder	
  services.	
  	
  The	
  
well	
  being	
  of	
  the	
  mother	
  has	
  a	
  direct	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  healthy	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  
infant	
  and	
  her	
  coverage	
  is	
  proven	
  to	
  make	
  her	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  utilize	
  healthcare	
  
for	
  her	
  children	
  and	
  family.	
  	
  

We	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  consider	
  that	
  the	
  provisions	
  of	
  this	
  second	
  waiver	
  will	
  impact	
  
only	
  a	
  small	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  enrollees,	
  but	
  without	
  approval	
  of	
  the	
  
second	
  waiver,	
  the	
  program	
  would	
  end	
  for	
  all	
  600,000	
  current	
  enrollees,	
  a	
  
significant	
  share	
  of	
  the	
  state’s	
  total	
  formerly	
  uninsured	
  adult	
  population.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
We	
  realize	
  the	
  statutory	
  language	
  enabling	
  Michigan’s	
  Medicaid	
  Expansion	
  does	
  
present	
  challenges,	
  however,	
  your	
  agency	
  has	
  demonstrated	
  creativity	
  and	
  in	
  
reaching	
  consumer-­‐friendly	
  agreements	
  with	
  states	
  that	
  use	
  waivers	
  to	
  expand	
  
their	
  Medicaid	
  programs.	
  We	
  ask	
  you	
  to	
  use	
  that	
  creativity	
  again	
  to	
  ensure	
  
continuation	
  of	
  the	
  Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan.	
  We	
  also	
  expect	
  that	
  the	
  state	
  will	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

negotiate	
  in	
  good	
  faith	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  well-­‐established	
  federal	
  Medicaid	
  beneficiary	
  protections	
  are	
  
held	
  in	
  place.	
  
	
  
We	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  carefully	
  consider	
  the	
  proposal	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  waiver	
  amendment	
  in	
  
order	
  to	
  continue	
  the	
  great	
  success	
  of	
  the	
  Healthy	
  Michigan	
  Plan.	
  For	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  Michigan’s	
  
mothers,	
  infants,	
  children	
  and	
  families	
  the	
  program	
  must	
  continue.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  	
  

	
  
Amy	
  Zaagman	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  


