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September 8, 2015
	
Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell
Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC  20201

Dear Secretary Burwell:

I write to you on behalf of the patients, staff and Board of Directors of Planned Parenthood of Montana  (PPMT) to express the support of Planned Parenthood of Montana and our advocacy arm Planned Parenthood Advocates of Montana (PPAMT) for the State of Montana’s Medicaid Expansion waiver. We believe that Montana’s waiver request is in line with other waivers and is critical to uninsured Montanas.

PPAMT has been actively involved in efforts to bring expanded Medicaid to the 70,000 Montanans that fall into the gap.  Our staff and volunteers worked tirelessly to collect signatures in an effort to place expansion on the ballot in the spring of 2014.  During the legislative session, our advocates organized local forums on expansion, lobbied their legislators, and submitted letters to editor and OpEds in support of the HELP Act.  

Throughout the legislative session, many uninsured Montanans gave their first hand experiences and testified to the fact that their very lives depend on the expansion of Medicaid. At PPMT, our Navigators find themselves telling far too many consumers that they fall into the gap. It is because of those heart breaking stories that we needed a Montana solution in order to pass expansion legislation. The program created by the bi-partisan HELP Act will serve those very people, not only by increasing their access to health care, but by linking them with programs that will help them out of poverty.   

If Montana’s waiver is rejected, we have lost our one opportunity to cover the 70,000 in the gap.  These Montanans can not wait.

Sincerely,


Martha Stahl
President and CEO
Planned Parenthood of Montana/Planned Parenthood Advocates of Montana
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