

September 25, 2015
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

To Whom It May Concern:
On behalf of the Michigan Association of County Health Plan (MACHP), I am writing to express our strong support for continuation of the Healthy Michigan Plan (HMP).  This Affordable Care Act Medicaid expansion program, implemented under federal waiver in April 2014, has experienced unprecedented success, surpassing all enrollment projections, and is currently covering about 600,000 low-income Michigan residents.  
The County Health Plan structure previously functioning in Michigan provided a limited medical benefit for approximately 120,000 individuals.  Nearly 80% of these individuals served by County Health Plans were eligible for the Health Michigan Plan (HMP), when it was implemented in April.   Most of the County Health Plans are now somewhere in the process of dissolution, due to the success of the Healthy Michigan Program.      
We understand in order to meet the requirements of the law that established the Healthy Michigan Plan; the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has submitted the required waiver request for your approval to continue the program after April 30, 2016.  The MCHPA wants to encourage federal officials to continue working with state officials to do what is necessary to continue the Healthy Michigan program.  We are confident an agreement can be reached which meets the requirements of the state law and is not inconsistent with the federal waiver authority.  
The second waiver will impact only a small percentage of the HMP enrollees, but without approval of the second waiver, the program could end for all 600,000 current enrollees. There is no longer any other infrastructure in Michigan, such as County Health Plans, to offer coverage to low-income Michigan residents if the Healthy Michigan program were to end. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and support this very successful program.

Sincerely, 
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Robin Reynolds
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