IMD EXCLUSION WAIVER
MY NAME IS PETER DSOUZA AND I AM THE CEO OF ADDICTION RECOVERY INC. DOING BUSINESS AS HOPE HOUSE TREATMENT CENTERS LOCATED IN CROWNSVILLE AND LAUREL.
WE HAVE OVER A MILLION PEOPLE WITH MEDICAID IN MARYLAND AND GROWING WITH THE EXPANSION OF THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT. OUR GOVERNOR HAS DECLARED THAT HEROIN OVERDOSE DEATHS IS AN EMERGENCY.  HOPE HOUSE TREATMENT CENTERS HAS 87 BEDS AND IS THE SECOND LARGEST INPATIENT PROGRAM IN MARYLAND. WE TREAT 1500 PEOPLE A YEAR AND WE HAD A WAITING LIST. WE NOW HAVE AWAITING LIST THAT IS MUCH LONGER.  MEDICAID IS NOW TELLING US THAT WE CANNOT TREAT ANYONE WITH MEDICAID IF WE HAVE MORE THAN 16 BEDS PER LOCATION. YES, MORE THAN HALF OUR BEDS ARE EMPTY AND WE HAVE A LONG WAITING LIST!!!
 MEDICAID NOW PAYS $2,000.00 PER DAY FOR INPATIENT DETOX IN HOSPITAL SETTINGS ONLY, AND AFTER 3 DAYS SEND THEM TO OUTPATIENT CARE—MOST OF THESE PEOPLE RELAPSE AND THAT IS A WASTE OF MONEY!! WITH THAT SAME MONEY WE COULD TREAT THE SAME PATIENT FOR OVER 15 INPATIENT DAYS INCLUDING MEDICAL DETOX AT HOPE HOUSE TREATMENT CENTERS. IT COSTS MUCH MORE TO TREAT THIS PERSON IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM OR IN THE JAIL SYSTEM. 
WITH THE MEDICAID IMD EXCLUSION LAW IMPLEMENTED IN JANUARY 2015 THE SITUATION IS GOTTEN EVEN WORSE. MEDICAID IS NOW PAYING US $70.00 PER DAY FOR OUTPATIENT DETOX AND $210.00 PER DAY FOR OUTPATIENT STAY.  WE SIMPLY CANNOT TREAT THE PERSON WHO HAS SEVERE ADDICTION, I AM TALKING ABOUT 2ND AND 3RD GENERATION OF ADDICTION, SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS AND MULTIPLE AND MAJOR PYSICAL AILMENTS, IN THE OUTPATIENT SETTING. THESE PEOPLE HAVE NO SUPPORT SYSTEM TO TALK ABOUT.  SOME ARE HOMELESS, OTHERS HAVE NO PERMANENT RESIDENCE, STILL OTHERS LIVE IN DRUG INFESTED AREAS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]THIS IS WHAT WE PROVIDE FOR INPATIENT STAY: MEDICALLY BASED INPATIENT DETOX EXACTLY LIKE THE ONES IN THE HOSPITALS, COUNSELING—INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP---BOTH FOR MENTAL ILLNESS & ADDICTION THROUGHOUT THE DAY, CASE MANAGEMENT, FAMILY TREATMENT, ADDICTION, MENTAL HEALTH & PHYSICAL MEDICAL CARE INCLUDING MEDICATIONS, BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER, ROOM AND BOARD, SECURITY, TRANSPORTATION, LAUNDRYMAT SERVICES, RECREATION. ALL THIS FOR $210.00 PER DAY??
MR. STEVEN SCHUH, OUR COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND LARRY HOGAN OUR GOVERNOR HAVE BEEN COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO MAKE IT AN EMERGENCY IN MARYLAND AND TO CALL FOR EXPANSION OF SERVICES. THE GREAT IRONY IS TO SEE ADDICTION AND MENTAL ILLNESS RAPIDLY ADVANCING WITH ITS DEVASTATION WHEN MEDICAID IS RAPIDLY REGRESSING IN ITS COMMITMMENT TO EFFECTIVE TREATMENT.  FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE, WE ARE TALKING OF LIFE AND DEATH OF HUMAN BEINGS FROM OUR COMMUNITY, FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, FAMILY MEMBERS.
BY NEGLECTING TO TREAT THESE FOLKS EFFECTIVELY WE WILL HAVE SOWN THE WIND, WE HAVE ALREADY STARTED REAPING THE WHIRLWIND (THE HEROIN OVERDOSE DEATHS & THE THOUSANDS OF MEDICAID PATIENTS THAT DO NOT GET TREATMENT).  WITH EFFECTIVE TREATMENT WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF RECOVERING PEOPLE IN MARYLAND. WE COMPLETELY SUPPORT THE MARYLAND IMD EXCLUSION WAIVER SO THAT THE BREAKING ADDICTION ACT, 2015, INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WILL GRANT STATES APPLYING FOR WAIVERS TO EXPAND THE NUMBER OF BEDS FOR MEDICAID PATIENTS.
