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Andrew Slavitt, Acting Administrator
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21244


Re:	California’s Medi-Cal 2020 Waiver Renewal – SUPPORT 

Dear Mr. Slavitt:

On behalf of the Association of California Healthcare Districts (ACHD), I write in support of California’s Medicaid Section 1115 Waiver renewal – Medi-Cal 2020. California has crafted a visionary and cross-cutting Medicaid Section 1115 Waiver renewal proposal that will bolster the State’s efforts to transform health care delivery, improve quality and improve health outcomes.

ACHD represents 78 Healthcare Districts throughout California, in both urban and rural settings. The Districts offering a variety of services aimed at improving community health including acute hospital care, community grant making, chronic disease management education, senior services, ambulance services, primary care clinics, dental clinics, nutritional counseling, physical education, long term care/skilled nursing, and senior housing. In many instances, Healthcare Districts are the sole source of health care in the community – serving as an integral part of the safety net for the State’s uninsured and underinsured.
There are a number of ACHD priorities that intersect with DHCS’s waiver concept paper, including:

· Access to Care. ACHD supports proposals to expand workforce training for addressing workforce shortages, increasing culturally and linguistically diverse providers, and addressing workforce in rural areas. Incentives to increase Medi-Cal provider participation will benefit residents in many of the communities where our Healthcare Districts operate. Twenty-three of the 28 most rural California counties are designated medically underserved or include medically underserved populations, so addressing rural access to care and increasing specialty provider access are crucial for our members. 

· Workforce Development. The waiver proposal includes a number of initiatives to increase training and expand the healthcare workforce. ACHD supports the inclusion of expanded residency training slots, particularly for rural areas and increasing culturally appropriate care. ACHD also supports the incentives included in the waiver for managed care plans to support non-physician community providers, including Community Health Workers and Peer Support Specialists. 

· Expanding the Use of Telehealth. ACHD strongly supports the use of telehealth as a strategy to address provider shortage issues in underserved and rural areas. In many of our healthcare districts, geographic isolation and transportation difficulties are common barriers to obtaining medical care, especially specialty care. 

· Improving Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Treatment, Delivery and Coordination. The Medi-Cal 2020 proposal places a strong emphasis on behavioral health issues, which are woven through every initiative. ACHD is supportive of many of the proposals, including: 

· The managed care proposals aimed at increasing coordination and integration of primary and behavioral health services will improve health outcomes and allow persons with mental health and substance use disorder treatment needs to better navigate managed care plans and county mental health systems. 
· The proposal to incentivize the use of community health workers and peer support specialists will be particularly helpful in further improving care coordination between the primary health and behavioral health needs of patients. 
· Similarly, the housing proposal aimed at improving care coordination for individuals experiencing homelessness will also have a significant impact on improving care and outcomes for individuals with behavioral health needs.

· Support for District Hospitals. ACHD supports the creation of the Public Safety Net System Transformation and Improvement Program as a successor to the Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment program. The Public Safety Net System Transformation and Improvement Program will allow California’s 42 Healthcare Districts operating hospitals to participate in delivery system transformation. We appreciate the state’s acknowledging the diversity of district hospitals in your proposal and for including a funded planning period. We concur that a planning period will provide district hospitals time to get the tools and technical assistance in place to participate in the Transformation and Improvement Program. Healthcare Districts look forward to the opportunity to expand access to primary care, to improve quality of care and health outcomes, and to increase efficiency at our hospitals. 
For the reasons outlined above, ACHD supports the Medi-Cal 2020 Waiver Renewal. ACHD understands that California’s waiver renewal negotiations are just beginning and will be ongoing in the months to come. ACHD is hopeful that California’s waiver renewal will position California to continue to be national leader in Medicaid coverage, expansion, transformation and health improvement.
Sincerely,
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Kenneth B. Cohen
Executive Director

cc:	Victoria Wachino, Acting Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services
Diana Dooley, Secretary, California Health and Human Services Agency
Jennifer Kent, Director, Department of Health Care Services
Mari Cantwell, Deputy Director, Department of Health Care Services
	Donna Campbell, Governor’s Office 
Michael Cohen, Director, Department of Finance
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