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BAART Behavioral Health Services, Inc.
Oakland 14th Street Clinic

1124 International Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94606
Telephone  510-533-0800
www.baartprograms.com
        Fax 510-533-0300

January 27, 2015

Angela Garner

Deputy Director

Division of State Demonstrations and Waivers

Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services, CMS

7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-01-16

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Re: Proposed California Amendment to Bridge to Health Reform Demonstration

(No. 11-W-00193/9), Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System Waiver

Dear Ms. Garner:

I write on behalf of the 528 patients who receive opioid use disorder treatment services at our medication assisted treatment program located at 1124 International Blvd., Oakland, CA 94606.  This program has been in operation since 2007, and presently employs 32 staff members providing critically needed treatment and supportive services to hundreds of patients and their families living and working throughout Alameda County.

We are strongly opposed to sections of the California Bridge to Reform Demonstration (No. 11-W-00193/9) Amendment for Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System Waiver, submitted by the California Department of Health Care Services. Whereas we enjoy a positive, supportive, collaboration with our colleagues at Alameda County Behavioral Health Care Services administration, our concern, based on 7 years of program operating experience is that waiving federal access protections and granting counties authority to establish program reimbursement rates will result in decreased access to essential life-saving treatment services.
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