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Indiana Office of Medicaid Policy and Planning

402 West Washington Street, Room W347

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Attention: Steve Holt

HIP2.0@fssa.in.gov
June 12, 2014

Mental Health America (MHA) the nation’s oldest advocacy organization with more than 220 state and local affiliates dedicated to addressing the needs of Americans living with mental health disorders, and to promoting mental health and wellness, would like to commend Indiana on its intention to expand its Healthy Indiana Plan to cover its citizens that have fallen into the so-called coverage gap. Mental health and substance use conditions are very common, affecting one-in-five individuals. However, nationwide a disproportionate number of people in need of mental health and substance use treatment are uninsured, and have been unable to access these essential services. Such citizens are also highly likely to be affected by other co-occurring chronic disorders. 

This extension of insurance coverage for Indiana’s citizens is in line with Mental Health America’s priorities for prevention of crisis and disability through identification and early intervention of mental health and substance use conditions; integrated treatment that addresses the needs of the whole person; and community-based services in support of recovery from mental health and substance use disorders. Expanding Healthy Indiana is a good investment in supporting the health and wellness needs of more of Indiana’s most vulnerable citizens. 

Sincerely, 
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Paul Gionfriddo 

President and CEO

Mental Health America
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