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New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative 
New Futures
10 Ferry Street, Suite 307
Concord NH  03301
emalley@new-futures.org
603.225.9540
5 August 2014

Dear Secretary Burwell and Administrator Tavenner,
On behalf of the New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative, I am submitting comments on the NH Department of Health and Human Services “Building Capacity for Transformation” Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver application. 
The NH Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative, a coalition of over fifty organizations, created a wide-reaching plan to transform children’s behavioral health. The Collaborative’s partners include organizations devoted to health, mental health, education, and youth issues; family and youth representatives; and representatives of the state’s two leading foundations. The behavioral health plan’s vision of transformation relies on the System of Care service array and responds to feedback from hundreds of families about what they need for their children with serious emotional disturbances to bring about better outcomes.  
We see as vital the services that NH DHHS has proposed for a new Medicaid benefit in its designated state health program entitled “Sustain Community-Based Services for Children and Youth under the System of Care/F.A.S.T. Forward Program.”  NH DHHS proposes that the benefit specifically cover 
· wraparound team meeting participation
· respite care
· flexible spending
· mobile crisis response
· wrap around facilitation and care coordination (to be covered when SAMHSA grant expires)
These services will complete the System of Care required service array that will be covered by Medicaid. The Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration recognized that these services are clinically as well as cost effective (See 7 May 2013 Joint CMCS and SAMHSA Informational Bulletin at http://medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/Downloads/CIB-05-07-2013.pdf ). 
The Collaborative’s steering committee believes that the System of Care/F.A.S.T. Forward program’s waiver exemplifies awarding a state flexibility to design a benefit package that will enhance care, improve clinical and functional outcomes, and reduce costs.
If you have any questions about the Collaborative’s work or specifics about the Collaborative plan, please feel free to contact Effie Malley, the Collaborative director.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Effie Malley MPA
Director, Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative
Ken Jue
NH Kids Count Board of Directors
Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative Steering Committee
Susan McKeown, A.P.R.N., C.P.S.
Family Support Coordinator, F.A.S.T.E.R
Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative Steering Committee
Ken Norton LICSW
Executive Director, NAMI NH National Alliance on Mental Illness
Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative Steering Committee
Linda Saunders Paquette, Esq.
Executive Director, New Futures
Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative Steering Committee
Hannah Raiche
Youth Coordinator, Youth Move NH
Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative Steering Committee
2

image1.png
. \NH Children’s
|Behavioral Health
Collaborative




