1115 WAIVER                            AUGUST 2014
IN SUPPORT OF:      MEDICAID DENTAL PILOT PROJECT
I am in full support of this Waiver as I have personal experience with these clients.  The Early Childhood Dental Program in my organization is significant in educating new mothers on dental disease and prevention of.  Furthermore, dental exams occur on children from 6 months to 3 years of age.

What this Waiver will do for this population:

Pregnant women who have active decay are most often of the mindset that there is nothing they can do “at this point”.  They do not have the funds to restore their mouths to health.  Herein lies the problem, but also the resolution to meet the goal of 2020.

If a pregnant woman is able to restore her mouth, she will then be able to experience what oral health is.  Otherwise, she will continue on the road of oral health destruction to herself and her child (children) by transmitting the high rate of bacteria/decay to her new child.  Restoring the mother’s mouth to health will put her on the right road and, where once she was on the road to severe decay or wearing full dentures, she will now know what oral health can feel and look like and maintain this health for herself and her unborn child.  In a positive manner, she will then have a dental home where she and her children will continue to maintain health through education and proper dental care.

When dealing with pregnant women who have active decay, or young mothers who are in the same position, comments such as “Well, it has always been a problem for me, so I’m sure it will be a problem for my child/children”.  How we, as dental professionals, know this could not be further from the truth.
Education is 99% of the cure!  It is alarming to me to learn how much information is not known by this population, and how simple it can be to change the way they think in the very early stages of parenting.  With education and support, we can change the oral health status of pregnant women, new mothers and children under the age of 5.  It can and it will make a difference!

By implementing the 1115 Waiver, NH will be on the road to recovery.  This is where it all begins.  One simple change makes all the difference.  Prior to have a relationship with the local Head Start program, one-half of the children did not have a dental home and utilized the mobile school dental program.  Due to the collaborative efforts of the PHDH and the Family Workers, 6 to 7 years later, all children had a dental home at the start of school and only an average of 2 children had active dental decay and those 2 children had already had dental appointments.  This is a perfect example, and model, of how we can reduce and extinguish dental decay in children ages 5 and under.

Working with pregnant mothers, new mothers and their children on a regular basis, giving them access to care without obstacles such as lack of dental coverage, we will be able to make a difference in the State of NH.
